
ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 

THE MESSENGER 
Help us to generously share the compassion and light of Christ with all we meet 

 

ADORATION  
 FIRST FRIDAY’S  
 @ 8:00-9:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. 
 -7:00 p.m. 
  March 1 (ends at 6:00 for  Stations 
        of the Cross), April 5, May 3  
ALL OTHER FRIDAY’S     
 @ 8:00-9:00 a.m.  
 No Adoration March 29 
 Good Friday 
ADORATION & BENEDICTION AT 
ST. EDWARD 
 First Wednesday @ 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 March 6, April 3, May 1 
ADORATION & BENEDICTION AT 
ST. MARTIN 
 Third Wednesday @ 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 March 20, April 17, May 15 
ADULT EDUCATION MEETING 
 April 9 @ 6:00 p.m. 
ADULT SUNDAY MORNING 
STUDY GROUP 
 @9:30 a.m.-10;45 a.m. 
 March 3, 10, 17, 24 ,no class on  
 March 31 
 April 7, 14, 21 28 
 May 5 (Last Class) 
BIBLE STUDY with Msgr. Martin 
 Mondays @6:00 p.m. 
 March 4, 11, 18 (no class 25 & 
 April 1) April 8, 15, 22, 29 
 May 6, 13, 20, (no bible study on  
 27, Memorial day)  
CARING HANDS OF ST. MARTIN 
 @10:00 a.m.  
 Second Monday each month 
 March 11, April 8, May 13 
CHRISM MASS-St. Augustine 
Cathedral @ 2:00 p.m. March 26 
 
 
 

COFFEE AND DONUTS  
 No coffee & donuts in March 
 April 7 (Last one until fall) 
CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE 
DINNER 
 Sunday, March 17 @ 3-6 p.m. 
CONFIRMATION 
 St. Augustine Cathedral 
 Sunday, March 28 @ 2:00 p.m. 
EASTER EGG HUNT 
 Saturday, March 30 @ 9:30 a.m. 
FARMER’S BREAKFAST  
 Second Sunday@ 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 Sunday March 10, April 8, May 12  
FIRST CONFESSION 
 Saturday, March 16@10-11:00 a.m. 
FIRST COMMUNION RETREAT 
 Saturday, April 20 
 @ 9:00 a.m. –2:00 p.m. 
FIRST COMMUNION MASS 
 Sunday, April 28 at 11:00 a. m. 
HALOS  
 Third Tuesday @ 1:00 p.m. 
 March 19, April 16, May 21 
 No meetings during summer months 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
MASS 
 Sunday June 2 @ 11:00 a.m. Mass  
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE  
 See page 3 for the full schedule 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
 4th Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m. 
 March 26, April 23, May 28 
LENTEN LECTURE SERIES 
 Tuesdays, simple supper @ 5:30 p.m. 
 Lecture @ 6:15 p.m. 
 March 5, March 12, March 19 
LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE 
 Sunday, March 10 @ 3:00 p.m. 
LENTEN SOUP & BREAD SUPPER 
 Fridays during Lent following 
 Stations of the Cross, March 8, 15, 
 18, 22 

MAY CROWNING 
 Sunday, May 5, after 11:00 a.m. Mass 
 in the Mary Garden 
MEN’S LENTEN RETREAT 
 Saturday, March 9,  in the Manning 
 Center,  @ 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.. 
O.C.I.A  
 Thursday @ 7:00 p. m. 
 March 7, 14, 21, no class on 28,          
 (Holy Thursday) 
 April 4,  11, 18, 25 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSINGS 
 Good Friday March 29 through  
 April 1,  Easter Monday 
       Friday May 24 at noon through May 
 27 Memorial Day   
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES  
 Sundays @ 9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
 March 3. 10, 17  (24 no class,  
 spring break and 31, Easter Sunday) 
 April 7, 14, 21, 28 
 May 5 & May crowning & Last class 
ST. VINCENT de PAUL  
 2rd Monday @ 6:00 p.m. 
 March 11, April 8,, May 13 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 @6:00 p.m. Fridays during Lent 
 March 8, 15, 22, March 29 Good 
 Friday, no Stations or soup and bread 
     
YOUTH EVENTS 
  Youth nights @ 5:00-7:00 p.m.  
 in the  youth center 
 March 10, 24 
 April 7, 21 
 May 5, 19 
 Corned beef and cabbage 
 March 17 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS / March/April/May 2022 

    

*** The survey/listening sessions data has been combined. There are two areas of concern that 
will be addressed going forward. Information will be coming in the near future on how to pro-
ceed. Thank you for all your thoughts and concerns! *** 
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Deac ’  C  
  

I watched a news story the other day about an 
ophthalmologist who was living in South Sudan 
doing pro bono laser surgery.  Much of his work was 
cataract removal but he also performed surgery 
which gave sight to people who were blinded and 
some who had never seen before.  A number of 
things struck me about this story.  First, the fact that 
he was giving his time and expertise to needy people 
for free.  He could have been making much more 
money and living a much richer lifestyle in the U.S.  
Second, the sheer joy and thankfulness of the people 
he helped, and finally how materially destitute the 
people were.  I had been told by a grade school 
buddy of mine, who served as a missionary priest in 
South Sudan for 50 years, how poor the people 
were.  The majority of the people I saw had very few 
teeth and some of these seemed to be rotting.  Most 
were severely underweight and most looked 
generally unhealthy. 
 
When the story ended, the scene shifted back to the 
news desk and anchors.  Boy, what a difference!  

They were nicely dressed, clean, and didn’t look 
like they had missed many meals recently.  It hit 
home how lucky we are in this country, at least 
materialistically.  We could do as Jesus asked the 
rich man to do, and what many saints have done, 
give up all our possessions, and live on 
government welfare alone, and we would still have 
much more than the people of South Sudan. 
During this time of Lent, we’re called to fast, pray, 
and give alms.  I believe the eye doctor is certainly 
doing that.  May we do what we can to help others, 
not only this Lenten season, but every day of our 
lives. 
 
God bless, 
Deacon Tom 

  HALOS-SMCCW               

We hosted “Wine, Dine and Bingo” for the ladies of St. 
Martin and St. Edward in February. We are very thankful 
for the donations used for bingo prizes. It was a fun and 
relaxing afternoon. 

During Lent, we sponsor the Soup and Bread suppers after 
Stations of the Cross. There is a sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board at the west entrance by the office. The dates 
are listed with the option of donating a meatless soup or a 
loaf of bread. We thank you for the donations. 

If you are a lady and a member of St. Martin, you are a 
member of the Council of Catholic Women. We pay dues 
to the national council. We do not collect dues from our 
ladies. Our purpose is service, supporting each other and 
our parish and charities we select. We have one or two 
social events to build our community and friendships! 

You are invited.  We meet the third Tuesday of each 
month September through May at 1:00 p.m. Our business 
meetings last only one hour. 

Kathi Lovell, President 

 
 
 
 
  

 

ST. MARTIN HAPPENINGS 
 
Welcome to the following Parishioners 
and their Families 
 
 Mary & Mike Hiesstand 
 Michelle & Joshua Higgins 
 Gail Landtroap 
 Traci & William Meyer 
 
Happy 50th wedding anniversary 
 
 Doug & Deb Stafinski 
 
Baptisms 
 
 No baptisms this quarter 
  
Deaths 
 
 Sybil Fordos, January 28, 2024 
 
This column is for sharing  parish  information each 
quarter.. Contact parish office with details. 
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"ANYTHING GOES " 2024  
 
St. Martin's Hall was bustling on Saturday February 10, as the annual "Anything Goes" party took place. 
Because the Super Bowl was being played the next day, the theme for this year was "Tailgate Party".  It all 
started at 6:30, after Saturday's evening Mass. Tailgate foods such as brats, pulled pork and chicken, rib 
tips, sub sandwiches, and wings were served until 7:30.  
 
At 7:30, DJ, Joe Debiak , produced a show called "Parish Feud" (much like Family Feud). The teams were 
the Lions: Jim Rasmussen, John Creek, Anita Wisser, and Marcus Rivard. Their opponents were the aptly 
named, Saints, whose members were: Monsignor Martin, Colleen Takacs, Sue Maneikis, and Deacon Dave 
Guido. It was a great game, but the Saints won in a thriller!  After that, there was dancing and Karaoke until 
9:30.   
 
All together this year’s event attracted 120 parishioners and friends. Many thanks to Colleen Takacs, Sue & 
Dave Maneikis, Tim McNamara, Jim & Monica Rasmussen, Brey Hansford, Anita Wisser, Ed & Beth 
Lambrix, Kathi Lovell, Joe Rice, and Chris Baker for all of their help setting and cleaning up and serving.  
 
Once again, our "Parish DJ", Joe DeBiak donated his time, equipment, and great music to make it a great 
evening. 
 
A majority of the food was purchased at Stubby's Meats, Lou's Deli, and Family Fare, as we tried to stay as 
local as possible. 
 
Next year’s event will be on Saturday March 1. We hope to see you there! 
 
Tim Baker 

  ***  HOLY WEEK MASS SCHEDULE  *** 
 
Palm Sunday, March 24-Mass times as usual 
 
Holy Thursday, March 28-6:00 p.m. Mass at St. Martin 

         6:00 p.m. Mass at St. Edward 
 
Good Friday Service, March 29-12:00 p.m. at St. Martin 

      12:00 p.m. at St. Edward 
 
Holy Saturday, March 30-No 4:00 p.m. Mass at St. Edward 

        No 5:30 p.m. Mass at St. Martin 
 
Easter Vigil Mass, March 30-9:00 p.m. at St. Martin  
 
Easter Sunday-Mass times as usual 
. 
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St Vincent de Paul Annual Activity Report 

My father once told me that as a child, how difficult it was for him to wake up in the 
morning hungry and know that there was no food in the house. If there was anything 
worse, it was to then realize that he did not know where his family was going to get any 
food for the day. Many families were in the same position. It was the Great Depression.  
 
Things are better these days but not perfect. Many families are still challenged to consistently provide for the 
basics of life. In our last completed Fiscal Year (10/1/22 – 9/30/23) the Saint Vincent de Paul Society provid-
ed financial help to 94 families located in the Vicksburg, Schoolcraft, Fulton, Mendon, Portage and Kalama-
zoo areas. These families received a total of $13038.28 to help them in the following general areas; 
 
· Rent   42 families 
· Utilities  38 families   
· Food   3 families 
· Transportation 4 families 
· Other   7 families 
 
These monies were raised through the following activities; 
 
· “Walk for the Poor” event contributions 
· Donation Box contributions 
· Contributions from other Organizations 
 
This money was well used and much appreciated by the recipients. It also demonstrated that neighbors 
do care about their neighbor’s welfare. Thank you for your support. 
 
Ronald Markan 

 
 

 
The Knights of Columbus is a group of Practical Catholic men who are committed to serving their fami-
ly, Parish Family and the community.  
  
The Knights of Columbus provided two holiday packages to deployed service members for the holidays.  
Unfortunately, the January breakfast was cancelled, but the March breakfast is rescheduled to be for sup-
port of a seminarian.  Thank you for the support of the Youth Group for the February Breakfast. 
 
Upcoming events include a Men’s Lenten retreat on March 9, 2024 and the Corned Beef and Cabbage 
Dinner to support our youth and their trip for Catholic Heart Work Camp.  The Men’s Lenten retreat is 
open to all the men of the parish and any friends they would want to bring.  The focus of the retreat is 
“Into the Desert” to remember Christ’s fast of forty days.  Our April Farmer’s breakfast will support the 
Military Archdiocese. 
   
The Council is a charitable organization that helps support the parish, Catholic organizations and those at 
need in the community.  Our organization values fraternity and unity of the men and promotes patriotic 
activities.  The council is always searching for men to join, protect their families, become a fraternal 
member, and assist in our mission no matter how small the contribution. 

Bill Zeman 
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Religious Education 

Hi everyone! 
 
 As of the writing of this, we find ourselves just past the Second Sunday of Lent, in which heard of Jesus’ 
Transfiguration. 
 I wonder how this transfiguration of Jesus affected Peter, James, and John after they came down from the 
mountain? We heard about how terrified they were up the mountain with Jesus and how they had many ques-
tions about Jesus rising from the dead at the base of mountain, but I would think this moment set-up for these 
three something special that assisted them with their own transformation as Jesus’ apostles weeks later in the 
Upper Room at Pentecost.  
 Some of our Religious Education students are nearing the end of their preparations for the reception of 
Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Holy Eucharist, and Confirmation. The transformation that these will un-
dergo as they encounter the living Jesus present in each Sacrament will further graft these young boys and 
girls to their Savior and make them His disciples. What a great moment in their personal lives and what a great 
moment for our church community here at St. Martin!   
 May we each be blessed and seek to find our living and loving Lord Jesus during these great seasons of 
Lent and Easter. Please know of my prayers, and please let’s keep all in our parish community in prayer, espe-
cially the young children (and their families) as they prepare for the Sacraments of Baptism, First Reconcilia-
tion, First Holy Communion, and Confirmation. 
 
God bless you all --- Tim 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parish Community, 
 
It’s hard to believe that Spring is already upon us! As usual, it’s a blessing to be a part of such a kind and 
supportive community. Thank you for your prayers and well-wishes towards our youth ministry. In particu-
lar, I want to thank all our adult volunteers and those who support us through donations- we wouldn’t be 
able to minister without you!  
 
In these last few months, we have experienced a number of opportunities for faith, fun, service, and fellow-
ship. These have included outings such as Christmas Caroling and Ice Skating, service opportunities that 
involved Cleaning the Church and serving the Farmer’s Breakfast, and also hosting our regular Youth 
Nights. Within the near future, we will also have more commitments like these on our schedule. Among 
these events, Catholic Heart Work Camp plans are also in the works for the summer. We are hoping to ex-
pand and develop our youth ministry team, as well as look ahead to summer activities and re-evaluating for 
the new school year in the Fall.  
 
My personal prayer is that our ministry will continue to support our youth in their journeys as followers of 
Christ. Please join me in praying for all the youth of our parish and for our church community as a whole! 
Thank you, again, for your gracious support! 
 
Wishing you peace and many blessings, 
Michelle Klein, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


